
The Tower of London

Copyright © 2014  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms.

Name: ___________________________

I. Introduction
The Tower of  London is more than tower. It is the 

name of  a castle in the middle of  London, England. It is 
made up of  many different buildings, but takes its name 
from the oldest building, the White Tower. The Tower of  
London, known simply as the Tower, has been used as a 
fortress, a royal residence, a prison and many other ways.

II. Body
Building began on the Tower of  London 

in 1066.  William the Conqueror had just 
become king of  England, after winning the 
Battle of  Hastings. He needed castles as 
fortresses to defend his title as king. The 
White Tower was built around 1078. Most 
castles at the time were built of  wood, but 
the White Tower was built of  stone, which is 
how it got its name. Over the next ten years 
walls were added around the White Tower.

Around 1189 King Richard the Lion- 
Hearted began expanding the Tower of  
London. The kings that followed him also 

added buildings, walls and fortifications. By around 1300, 
the Tower of  London looked like it does today. 

Over the next seven hundred years, the Tower would 
be used as prison for important prisoners. Two of  Henry 
VIII’s wives were beheaded at the Tower of  London. A 
young Elizabeth I, before she became queen, was held 
prisoner there by her sister Mary I. Even high-ranking 
prisoners after World War II were held at the Tower.

A prison was not the Tower’s main 
function however. For many years it was 
a royal home; a place where an unpopular 
monarch would be safe. It also served as an 
arsenal, or a place where the weapons of  
war could be stored. It was also a royal mint, 
holding the money and valuables of  the 
kingdom. The British crown jewels have been 
stored at the Tower since the 14th century.

In the 19th century the Tower became a 
popular attraction for tourists. By 1900 over a 
half  a million people were visiting the Tower 
of  London. Today, over 2.4 million people 
visit the Tower each year.

Conclusions are an important part of  writing. It is a short summary of  the writing, meant to leave the reader with 
the basic information in the piece.

Below is an informational piece about the the Tower of  London. Read the text and write and conclusion summing 
up the important points.

The Tower of London

The White Tower at the 
Tower of London

Write the Conclusion: 

The Tower of London

III. Conclusion
___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Key

Student’s answers will vary.
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