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Improving  
Word Choices

A reader doesn’t like to see the same word over and over again. It is boring. 

Example: The nice girl wore the nice dress that her nice aunt gave her. 

There are many words that have a similar meaning to nice. Choosing different and interesting 
words improves the text.

Example: The sweet girl wore the fine dress that her kind aunt gave her. 

Below are words that are often overused. Write at least three other words in the column 
underneath that could be used instead. 

 Afraid Say Large

_______________   _______________  _______________

_______________   _______________  _______________

_______________   _______________  _______________

_______________   _______________  _______________

_______________   _______________  _______________

 Happy Strange Quiet

_______________   _______________  _______________

_______________   _______________  _______________

_______________   _______________  _______________

_______________   _______________  _______________

_______________   _______________  _______________
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Key

Actual student’s answers will vary.  Examples of correct answers:

 terrified state huge

 anxious declare gigantic

 frightened demand enormous

 thrilled odd silent 

 joyful weird hushed  

 content unusual still 


