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Name: ______________________________

Spelling Rule Exceptions: I Before E

This poem helps writers remember how to spell many 
words using either ie or ei. However, there are many 
exceptions to the rules listed in the poem. Sometimes, 
a writer should memorize the spelling of these 
exception words to know whether to use ie or ei. 

1. 	 either	 iether

2. 	 wierd	 weird

3. 	 society	 soceity

4. 	 thier	 their

5.  	 brief	 breif

6. 	 sceince	 science

7. 	 height	 hieght

8. 	 priest	 preist

9. 	 foriegn	 foreign

10. 	 ancient	 anceint

11. 	 freight	 frieght

12. 	 feirce	 fierce

13. 	 leisure	 liesure

14. 	 beleif	 belief

15. 	 rien	 rein

Put i before e
Except after c
Or when sounded 
like a
As in neighbor 
and weigh.

Circle the correct spelling of  each word below.
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