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Sentence Diagramming: The Expletive There

There is a dog outside.

Diagram the following sentences.

5. Before them there was a long journey.

4. There may be another apple in the pantry.

3. There are people calling for change.

2. There was a rumor floating around.

1. There are icicles on the car. 

dog is  

In grammar an expletive, sometimes called a dummy 
subject, is a word that looks like the subject of  a sentence, 
but instead has no real meaning. The most common 
expletive is there, and it is usually followed by a form of  the 
verb to be. In sentence diagramming an expletive is placed 
above the subject with no connecting line.

Name: ___________________________

a 

There 

outside 



Copyright © 2015  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms.

Sentence Diagramming: The Expletive There

There is a dog outside.

Diagram the following sentences.

5. Before them there was a long journey.

4. There may be another apple in the pantry.

3. There are people calling for change.

2. There was a rumor floating around.

1. There are icicles on the car. 

dog is  

In grammar an expletive, sometimes called a dummy 
subject, is a word that looks like the subject of  a sentence, 
but instead has no real meaning. The most common 
expletive is there, and it is usually followed by a form of  the 
verb to be. In sentence diagramming an expletive is placed 
above the subject with no connecting line.

Name: ___________________________

a 

There 

outside 

Key

areicicles

the

There

on
car

was floatingrumor
There

a

are  callingpeople 
for

change

There

another the

may beapple 
in

pantry

There

a
wasjourney

Before them

there

long

around


