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Many prefixes we use in English originally come from 
Greek or Latin words. The prefix bene- is from a Latin 
word meaning “well” or “good.” The prefix homo- is 

from a Greek word meaning “same.” If  you understand what the 
prefix means, it will help you understand the meaning of  the whole 
word. For example, the ending ign comes from the word for “born.”  
Combine bene- with ign, and it becomes the word benign. Based on its 
original meaning, benign means “well born” or kindly or not harmful.

Use the list in the bank to make five different English words out of  
bene- and homo-/hom-. You may add a suffix or change the spelling a 
little if  needed. Write a sentence for each word you make and circle 
the word you made with the prefix.  Be sure to use words for both 
bene- and homo-/hom-.

Word Bank
diction
centric
ficial

ficiary
fit

geneous
nym

phone
stasis
volent

Sentences:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Latin and Greek Prefixes: 
Bene- and Homo-
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