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Commas and Direct Address

Part I.

Rewrite each sentence below as a direct address. Remember to add the quotation marks and the commas 
where needed.

1. Thad you were elected captain of the team!

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2. It is important Chelsea that you always wash your hands.

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3. Can you help me sir?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Have a happy birthday Mom.

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

5. You’re a great speller Winston so you might win the spelling bee.

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

Part II.

Write three original sentences, each with a direct address.

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________

A direct address is when the person speaking uses the 
name or a nickname for the person they are speaking to. 

Example:  
“What time do you want to go to the game, Felix?”

The name in the direct address is always set apart from 
the rest of the sentence by a comma or commas. If the 
name is at the end, as in the example above, the comma 

goes before the name. If the name is at the beginning 
of the sentence, the comma goes after the name. If the 
name is in the middle of the sentence, the name has a 
comma before and after. 

Examples:

“Felix, what time do you want to go to the game?”

“What time, Felix, do you want to go to the game?”

Name: ___________________________
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Key

 “Thad, you were elected captain of the team!”

“It is important, Chelsea, that you wash your hands.”

“Can you help me, sir?”

“Have a happy birthday, Mom.”

“You’re a great speller, Winston, so you might win the spelling bee.”

Student’s choice

Name: ___________________________


