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Name: ___________________________

Animal Proverbs and Adages

Proverbs and adages are short sayings that state 
a truth or give simple advice. Below are common 
proverbs and adages dealing with animals. The 
animal has been left out or the proverb or adage. 
Write the correct animal from the word bank in 
the blank to complete the saying. 

flies
chickens
worm
cats

leopard
fish
dogs
bird

sow
beetles
horse
mice

Word Bank

 1.  You can’t make a silk purse out of  a ______________________ ’s ear.

 2.  The early bird catches the ______________________ .

 3.  When the cat’s away the ______________________  will play.

 4.  There are plenty of  ______________________  in the sea.

 5.  You can catch more ______________________  with honey than you can with vinegar.

 6.  Don’t count your ______________________  before they are hatched.

 7.  Let sleeping ______________________  lie.

 8.  You can lead a ______________________  to water but you can’t make it drink.

 9.  A ______________________  can’t change its spots.

10.  A ______________________  in the hand is worth two in the bush.
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Key

	 sow

	 worm

	 mice

	 fish

	 flies

	 chickens

	 dogs

	  horse

	 leopard

	 bird


