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Name: ___________________________

Add an Independent Clause to a Dependent Clause
An independent, or coordinate, clause is a clause that expresses a complete thought and can stand alone.

A dependent, or subordinate, clause is a clause that does not express a complete thought and cannot stand 
alone. 

Curt called his father who was still at work. 
In the example Curt called his father is an independent clause. It would be a complete sentence without 
anything else added to it. The clause who was still at work is a dependent clause. It does not express a 
complete thought and is not a complete sentence. 

Below are dependent clauses. Write a sentence for each one, adding an independent clause to make a 
complete sentence. Be sure to capitalize the beginning word of each sentence.

Example: after the rain stopped     We went for a walk after the rain stopped.

1. who gave the best report

2. because she liked to sing

3. when he arrived at the library

4. although it was the long way to go

5. that he thought was locked

6. which was against the chair

7. who was born in Illinois

8. if the plane is late
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Key

Answers: Student’s choice.


