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Context Clues: 
Using the Helpful Grid

Read the passage below about the Declaration of Independence. Pay special attention to the 
underlined words. Complete the grid at the bottom of the page. 

The U.S. Declaration of Independence
On a sweltering summer’s day, the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. They were about to sign the most important document of the time: the 
Declaration of Independence. 

It had taken several weeks for a committee of five members to draft the declaration. The 
committee included some of the most noteworthy names in American history, such as John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson.

After the document was completed, the members of the Congress debated the issues in the 
document. They made revisions and changed some of the wording. Finally on July 4, 1776, 
the final version was adopted.

Word part of speech What do you think it means? What were your clues?

1. sweltering

2. document

3. several

4. committee

5. draft

6. noteworthy

7. issues

8. revisions

9. version

10. adopted
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Read the passage below about the Declaration of Independence. Pay special attention to the 
underlined words. Complete the grid at the bottom of the page. 

The U.S. Declaration of Independence
On a sweltering summer’s day, the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. They were about to sign the most important document of the time: the 
Declaration of Independence. 

It had taken several weeks for a committee of five members to draft the declaration. The 
committee included some of the most noteworthy names in American history, such as John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson.

After the document was completed, the members of the Congress debated the issues in the 
document. They made revisions and changed some of the wording. Finally on July 4, 1776, 
the final version was adopted.

Word part of speech What do you think it means? What were your clues?
Example of correct answers: 

1. sweltering adjective hot
2. document noun paper
3. several adjective many
4. committee noun group
5. draft verb first try
6. noteworthy adjective famous
7. issues noun ideas or points
8. revisions noun changes
9. version noun form
10. adopted verb approved or okayed

Student answers will vary for columns 3-4. 
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