
Copyright © 2014  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms. 	 www.k12reader.com

Plain and plane sound the same. However they have completely 
different meanings.

Plain may be an adjective meaning simple, clear or not pretty. 
Example: She wore a plain dress to the store.

It may also be an adverb meaning clearly or totally. 
Example: That was just plain wrong.

Plain may also be a noun meaning an area of grassland that is flat and has trees.
Example: The plain was full of buffalo. 

Plane has many meanings. One common meaning is a short form of airplane.
Example: At the airport we boarded the plane.

Plane has other meanings. It is sometimes a noun that is used in math. In this meaning plane is a flat two-
dimensional object. 

Example: There are many points on the coordinate plane. 

Plane may also be a noun meaning a tool that smooths wood.
The carpenter used a plane to level the board.

Choose plain or plane to complete each sentence.

1. I’ll tell you the _______________________   truth.

2. The _______________________   flew above the clouds.

3. The students plotted the points on a _______________________  .

4. My aunt likes _______________________   food served with love. 

5. His sister hid his book in _______________________   view.

6. A _______________________   is either parallel to another one, or the two intersect.

7. The boys found a rusty old _______________________   in the tool shed.

8. The pioneers traveled carefully across the wide _______________________  .

9. Her favorite ice cream was _______________________   vanilla.

10. The pilot of the _______________________   talked to the passengers.

Commonly Confused Words: Plain vs. Plane

Plain

Name: _________________________
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