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Name: ___________________________

Character Traits and The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County

Below is a passage from Mark Twain’s short story “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” 
published in 1865. In the story the narrator has been asked by a friend to talk to Simon Wheeler about the 
location of a man named Leonidas Smiley. The narrator visits Wheeler in a gold mining camp in California. 

from “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”
by Mark Twain

I f ound Simon Wheeler dozing comfortably by the bar-room stove of the old, dilapidated tavern 
in the ancient mining camp of Angel’s, and I noticed that he was fat and bald-headed, and had an 
expression of winning gentleness and simplicity upon his tranquil countenance. He roused up and 

gave me good-day. I told him a friend of mine had commissioned me to make some inquiries about a 
cherished companion of his boyhood named Leonidas W. Smiley Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley a young 
minister of the Gospel, who he had heard was at one time a resident of Angel’s Camp. I added that, 
if Mr. Wheeler could tell me any thing about this Rev. Leonidas W. Smiley, I would feel under many 
obligations to him.

Simon Wheeler backed me into a corner and blockaded me there with his chair, and then sat me down 
and reeled off the monotonous narrative which follows this paragraph. He never smiled, he never frowned, 
he never changed his voice from the gentle-flowing key to which he tuned the initial sentence, he never 
betrayed the slightest suspicion of enthusiasm; but all through the interminable narrative there ran a vein 
of impressive earnestness and sincerity, which showed me plainly that, so far from his imagining that there 
was any thing ridiculous or funny about his story, he regarded it as a really important matter, and admired 
its two heroes as men of transcendent genius in finesse. To me, the spectacle of a man drifting serenely along 
through such a queer yarn without ever smiling, was exquisitely absurd. 

List 10 character traits of Simon Wheeler. 

1. ________________________________________

2. ________________________________________

3. ________________________________________

4. ________________________________________

5. ________________________________________

6. ________________________________________

7. ________________________________________

8. ________________________________________

9. ________________________________________

10. _______________________________________

Bonus question: 
What does this quotation from the passage 
tell you about Wheeler?

“Simon Wheeler backed me into a corner 
and blockaded me there with his chair…”

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________

 ________________________________
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Key

calm

sincere

friendly

lonely

boring

odd

pushy

serious

slow

talkative

Answers: Actual student’s answers will vary. Example of correct answers.

He trapped the narrator into 

listening to his story, so he was 

very forceful.
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