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Name: ____________________________

Verb Tense Stories
The story below is written in the present tense with the action happening now. Circle the verbs. 
Write each one in the past tense form. Then rewrite the story using the past tense verbs.

The Playground

It is time for recess. I am on the playground with my friends. First, we play hopscotch. Next, 

we throw a ball. Later, we see the swings, and we race over to them. I pump my swing faster 

and higher than my friends Jennifer and Peter. We get off and run to the slide. We have to 

wait in line for the slide. When my turn finally comes, I climb to the top of the ladder and sit 

down on the slide. I push off with my hands and go down very fast. I laugh because it is fun. 

Then the bell rings. I quickly drink some water and wave goodbye to Jennifer and Peter. 

Past tense form of the verbs:
1.  _______________

2.  _______________

3.  _______________

4.  _______________

5. ________________ 

6.  _______________  

7.  _______________

8.  _______________

9.  _______________  

10.  ______________  

11.  ______________  

12.  ______________

13.  ______________

14.  ______________

15.  ______________  

16.  ______________

17.  ______________  

18.  ______________  

19.  ______________ 

20.  ______________ 

Rewrite the story using the past tense verbs.
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It is time for recess. I am on the playground with my friends. First, we play hopscotch. Next, 

we throw a ball. Later, we see the swings, and we race over to them. I pump my swing faster 

and higher than my friends Jennifer and Peter. We get off and run to the slide. We have to 

wait in line for the slide. When my turn finally comes, I climb to the top of the ladder and sit 

down on the slide. I push off with my hands and go down very fast. I laugh because it is fun. 

Then the bell rings. I quickly drink some water and wave goodbye to Jennifer and Peter. 

Past tense form of the verbs:
1.   ______________

2.  _______________ 

3.  _______________

4.  _______________

5. ________________  

6.  _______________  

7.  _______________

8.  _______________

9.  _______________  

10.  ______________  

11.  ______________  

12.  ______________

13.  ______________

14.  ______________ 

15.  ______________  

16.  ______________

17.  ______________  

18.  ______________  

19.  ______________ 

20.  ______________ 

It was time for recess. I was on the playground with my friends. First, we played 

hopscotch. Next, we threw a ball. Later, we saw the swings, and we raced over to 

them. I pumped my swing faster and higher than my friends Jennifer and Peter. 

We get off and ran to the slide. We had to wait in line for the slide. When my 

turn finally came, I climbed to the top of the ladder and sat down on the slide. I 

pushed off with my hands and went down very fast. I laughed because it was fun. 

Then the bell rang. I quickly drank some water and waved goodbye to Jennifer 

and Peter. 

Rewrite the story using the past tense verbs.

was

was 

played

threw

saw 

raced

pumped

got

ran 

had 

came 

climbed

sat

pushed 

went 

laughed

was 

rang 

drank

waved
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