Name: Key

Misused Verbs: There Is/There Are

Some verbs get no respect. They are constantly misused by both children and adults. You may
hear someone say something like: “There is cookies, if youd like some.” What they should have said
was: “There are cookies...” since cookies is plural. Many times the wrong form will sneak in as a
contraction. Remember: “there’s” is the short form of “there is” and should not be used with a plural
noun. A contraction for “there are”does not exist. It would just be too hard to say, “there’re,” so we
don’t.

There are crackers. w There is a cake.
There are pretzels. % There’s a cake.
Choose “is” or “are” for each sentence.

1. There are (is/are) flowers in the garden next door.

2. There (is/are) a new rug on the floor.

3. There (is/are) eleven candles on the birthday cake.

4. There (is/are) peanut butter in the cupboard.

5. There (is/are) a sale on green beans today at the store.

6. There (is/are) only three more chapters left to read!

7. There (is/are) a newspaper sitting on the porch.

8. There (is/are) several quarters on the table by the couch.

9. There (is/are) two stray dogs running loose in the street.

10. There (is/are) a lost cell phone on the desk in the office.

11. There (is/are) three more months of school this year.

12. There (is/are) a package of crayons for you so you can color.
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Choose “is” or “are” for each sentence.

1. There are (is/are) flowers in the garden next door.
2. There is (is/are) a new rug on the floor.

3. There are (is/are) eleven candles on the birthday cake.

4. There is (is/are) peanut butter in the cupboard.

5. There is (is/are) a sale on green beans today at the store.
6. There are (is/are) only three more chapters left to read!

7. There is (is/are) a newspaper sitting on the porch.

8. There are (is/are) several quarters on the table by the couch.

9. There are (is/are) two stray dogs running loose in the street.

10. There is (is/are) a lost cell phone on the desk in the office.

11. There are (is/are) three more months of school this year.

12. There is (is/are) a package of crayons for you so you can color.
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