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Summarize It: President Theodore Roosevelt’s

7th Annual Message to Congress

President Theodore Roosevelt was a strong advocate for conservation. Below is a part of

his 1907 message to Congress.

Optimism 1s a good characteristic, but if
carried to an excess it becomes foolishness.
We are prone to speak of the resources of
this country as inexhaustible; this is not
so. The mineral wealth of the country, the
coal, iron, oil, gas, and the like, does not
reproduce itself, and therefore is certain to
be exhausted ultimately; and wastefulness
in dealing with it today means that our
descendants will feel the exhaustion a
generation or two before they otherwise
would. But there are certain other forms of
waste which could be entirely stopped—the
waste of soil by washing, for instance,
which is among the most dangerous of
all wastes now in progress in the United
States, is easily preventable, so that
this present enormous loss of fertility is
entirely unnecessary. The preservation
or replacement of the forests is one of the
most important means of preventing this
loss. We have made a beginning in forest
preservation, but it is only a beginning. At
present lumbering is the fourth greatest
industry in the United States; and yet, so
rapid has been the rate of exhaustion of

Summary

timber in the United States in the past, and
so rapidly is the remainder being exhausted,
that the country is unquestionably on the
verge of a timber famine which will be felt
in every household in the land. There has
already been a rise in the price of lumber,
but there is certain to be a more rapid and
heavier rise in the future. The present
annual consumption of lumber is certainly
three times as great as the annual growth;
and if the consumption and growth continue
unchanged, practically all our lumber will
be exhausted in another generation, while
long before the limit to complete exhaustion
1s reached the growing scarcity will make
itself felt in many blighting ways upon

our National welfare. About 20 per cent of
our forested territory is now reserved in
National forests; but these do not include
the most valuable timber lands, and in any
event the proportion is too small to expect
that the reserves can accomplish more than
a mitigation of the trouble which is ahead
for the nation. Far more drastic action

1s needed.

In your own words, write a summary of the passage from President Roosevelt’s message.
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