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Using Parentheses in Writing: 
Dates, Numbers and Acronyms

Parentheses are often used in writing to give details the reader may want to know. Putting dates in 
the parentheses is an example of this.

Example 1: President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882-1945) was born in New York.
The information in the parentheses, called a parenthetical element, may also be a number. 

Example 2: She paid a lot ($300) for the running shoes.
Acronyms are also put into parentheses. 

Example 3: The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was created in 1949.

Rewrite each sentence placing parentheses in the correct places.

1. The signing of the Declaration of Independence July 4, 1776 was a critical moment for the 
American colonies.

2. I found the answer in the frequently asked questions FAQ. 

3. The American Civil War 1861-1865 was the defining event of the 19th century for the U.S.

4. The temperature was 78 degrees Fahrenheit 25.5 degrees Celsius.

5. The National Collegiate Athletic Association NCAA is the regulating organization for many 
colleges and universities in the United States.

Name: ___________________________
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Key

The signing of the Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776) was a critical moment for the 
American colonies.

I found the answer in the frequently asked questions (FAQ). 

The American Civil War (1861-1865) was the defining event of the 19th century for the U.S.

The temperature was 78 degrees Fahrenheit (25.5 degrees Celsius).

The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) is the regulating organization for many 
colleges and universities in the United States.

Name: ___________________________


