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Quotation Marks: Quotations Within Quotations

Quotation marks signal that the words between the marks are the real words said by the 
speaker. Sometimes the speaker may also be quoting someone. When that happens, the 
second quotation is marked with single quotation marks.

Example 1:  
Liam said, “Beth told me ‘I’ll be late’ when I saw her yesterday.”

Single quotation marks are also used if the quotation mentions a title of a story, poem, song, or 
other title that would usually be put in double quotation marks.

Example 2:

“My favorite fairy tale is ‘The Three Bears,’” said Jeff.

Notice that in Example 2 the single and double quotation marks appear together at the end of the 
quotation. 
Rewrite each of the sentences below to add both double and single quotation marks.

1. Grace’s mother told us, My grandmother’s advice was Always be kind and I try to do that.

2. I’ll read the first graders my poem Waterfall after school, Mrs. Simpson said.

3. Todd told me, Our practice is on Friday this week, said Kevin.

4. Her class sang Happy Birthday to Elise, commented Bella.

5. The coach remarked, It’s all right if you want to yell Hooray!

Name: ___________________________
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Key

Grace’s mother told us, “My grandmother’s advice was ‘Always be kind’ and I 
try to do that.”

“I’ll read the first graders my poem ‘Waterfall’ after school,” Mrs. Simpson said.

“Todd told me, ‘Our practice is on Friday this week,’” said Kevin.

“Her class sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to Elise,” commented Bella.

The coach remarked, “It’s all right if you want to yell ‘Hooray!’”

Name: ___________________________


