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Name: ______________________________

Build a Plot: Write the Steps
The plot of  a story is the main action that runs through the whole story. It begins with a problem or 
situation and ends when the problem is solved or finished in some way. 

Below is the opening of  a story and the end of  a story. Decide what the problem is, then what the steps, or 
plot actions, should be to link the beginning of  the story with the end. You may have new characters or a 
new setting that should be added in your steps. There is space provided for three steps. You may add more 
if  needed.

Step 1

?

Beginning:
Lance walked quickly through the gate and into the alley. He went to the small pen he had built near the 
trash dumpster. The little puppy was curled up asleep on a blanket. Lance pulled out a water bottle and filled 
the water bowl. He reached in his pocket for the puppy food he had gotten from his friend Ben. He put the 
food in the bowl. The puppy woke up and wagged its tail.

Lance knew his parents would never let him keep this stray puppy. His father always sneezed around dogs. 
But Lance loved this silly little puppy, with its bright eyes and playful ways. Lance didn’t know what he was 
going to do.

Ending: 
Sunday afternoon Lance rang the doorbell at his aunt’s house. He could hardly wait to play with Bright Eyes. 
When his aunt opened the door, Bright Eyes bounced around behind her. His aunt laughed. “Come in, 
Lance,” she said. “Every dog deserves a little boy to play with,” she said smiling.

Step 2 Step 3
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Answers: Student’s choice
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