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“I was born the son of a woodman who chopped down 
trees in the forest and sold the wood for a living. When I grew 
up, I too became a woodchopper, and after my father died I 
took care of my old mother as long as she lived. Then I made 
up my mind that instead of living alone I would marry, so 
that I might not become lonely. 

“There was one of the Munchkin girls who was so 
beautiful that I soon grew to love her with all my heart. She 
promised to marry me as soon as I could earn enough money 
to build a better house for her; so I set to 
work harder than ever. But the girl lived 
with an old woman who did not want her 
to marry anyone, for she was so lazy she 
wished the girl to remain with her and do 
the cooking and the housework. So the 
old woman went to the Wicked Witch of 
the East, and promised her two sheep and 
a cow if she would prevent the marriage. 
Thereupon the Wicked Witch enchanted 
my axe, and when I was chopping away 
one day, the axe slipped all at once and 
cut off my left leg. 

“This at first seemed a great 
misfortune, for I knew a one-legged 
man could not do very well as a wood-
chopper. So I went to a tinsmith and 
had him make me a new leg out of tin. 
The leg worked very well, once I was 
used to it. But my action angered the 
Wicked Witch of the East. When I began chopping again, 
my axe slipped and cut off my right leg. Again I went to the 
tinsmith, and again he made me a leg out of tin. After this 
the enchanted axe cut off my arms, one after the other; but, 
nothing daunted, I had them replaced with tin ones. The 
Wicked Witch then made the axe slip and cut off my head, 
and at first I thought that was the end of me. But the tinsmith 
made me a new head out of tin. 

“I thought I had beaten the Wicked Witch then; but I 
little knew how cruel my enemy could be. She thought of a 

new way to kill my love for the beautiful Munchkin maiden, 
and made my axe slip again, so that it cut right through my 
body, splitting me into two halves. Once more the tinsmith 
came to my help and made me a body of tin. But, alas! I had 
now no heart, so that I lost all my love for the Munchkin girl, 
and did not care whether I married her or not. 

“My body shone so brightly in the sun that I felt very 
proud of it and it did not matter now if my axe slipped, for it 
could not cut me. There was only one danger—that my joints 

would rust; but I kept an oil-can in 
my cottage and took care to oil myself 
whenever I needed it. However, there 
came a day when I forgot to do this, 
and, being caught in a rainstorm, my 
joints rusted. I was left to stand in the 
woods until you came to help me. It 
was a terrible thing to undergo, but 
during the year I stood there I had 
time to think that the greatest loss I 
had known was the loss of my heart. 
While I was in love I was the happiest 
man on earth; but no one can love who 
has not a heart, and so I am resolved 
to ask Oz to give me one. If he does, I 
will go back to the Munchkin maiden 
and marry her.” 

Chapter 5: The Rescue of the Tin Woodman

The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz which was published in 1900. It’s the story of Dorothy, a Kansas girl, 
who is carried by a tornado to the distant land of Oz. Dorothy wants to go back home. She travels to 
the Emerald City to ask the Wizard of Oz to help her. Along the way, she meets a tin woodman, who 
tells his story in this passage.

Name: ____________________________
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Understanding 
“The Wonderful Wizard of Oz”

1. 	What did the tin woodman’s father  
do for a living?
	 A. chopped wood.
	 B. worked with tin
	 C. was a wizard
	 D. farmed

2.	 Why did the old woman go to the  
Wicked Witch of the East?
A. She wanted permission for the Tin 

 Woodman and Munchkin girl to marry.
B. She sold the witch a sheep.
C. She wanted the witch to build the  

	 Tin Woodman a new body.
D. She wanted the witch to stop  

	 the marriage.

3.	 Who chopped off the Tin Woodman’s leg?
A. the old woman
B. the Wicked Witch of the East
C. the Tin Woodman
D. the Munchkin girl

4. 	What was the one danger the Tin Woodman 
faced after his body was tin?
A. He would lose the love of the Munchkin girl.
B. His joints would rust.
C. He would be sold to the tinsmith.
D. The witch would find him.

5. 	What did the Tin Woodman lose that made  
him not care about marrying the Munchkin girl?
A. his heart
B. his enchanted axe
C. his legs
D. his head

6.	 What does the Tin Woodman want from  
the Wizard of Oz?
A.  a new body
B. a heart
C. to marry the Munchkin girl
D. the death of the Wicked Witch

I. Multiple Choice 
Circle the correct answer to each question.

II. Order of Events
Put the following events in the passage in the order they happened. Mark the first event with a 1, the second with a 2 and 

so on.

A._ __________ The Tin Woodman lost his leg. 	

B.____________ The Tin Woodman was caught in a rainstorm.

C._ __________  The Tin Woodman fell in love with the Munchkin Girl.

D.___________ The old woman visited the Wicked Witch of the East.

E.____________ The tinsmith made the Tin Woodman a head.

Name: ____________________________
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The Wonderful Wizard of Oz - Vocabulary

1.__________cruel	 A. hard-working

2.__________enemy	 B. hate

3.__________love	 C. friend

4.__________beautiful	 D. ugly

5.__________lazy	 E. kind

1. “...she wished the girl to remain with her...”

A. talk         B. walk          C.  stay            D. eat

2. “So I went to a tinsmith and had him make me a new leg out of tin.” 

A. a doctor            B. a person who works with tin            C. a jewelry maker            D. an inventor

3. “...the Wicked Witch enchanted my axe...” 

A. put a magical spell on            B. improved            C. broke            D. stole

4. “...so I am resolved to ask Oz to give me one..”

A. scared            B. too weak            C. in a hurry            D. determined

5. “...but, nothing daunted, I had them replaced with tin ones.” 

A. not excited            B. not discouraged            C. not  confused            D. not educated

6. “...the old woman went to the Wicked Witch of the East... “

A. skinny            B. old            C. evil            D. powerful

7. “...if she would prevent the marriage. “

A. announce            B. delay            C. stop            D. allow

8. “It was a terrible thing to undergo... “

A. go through            B. watch            C. think about            D. try

I. Working With Antonyms
Write the letter of the correct antonym in the blank for each of the words from the Tin Woodman’s story.

I. What Does It Mean?
Below are quotations from the Tin Woodman’s story from The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz. Use the context of the sentence or phrase to discover the 
meaning of the underlined word. Circle the letter of the correct meaning.

Name: ____________________________
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The Main Idea: The Tin Woodman’s Story
Write the main idea of the Tin Woodman’s story from 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz in the rectangle. Write three 
supporting ideas in the ovals.

Name: ____________________________
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The Wizard of Oz: Make Your Case
Imagine you are the Tin Woodman, and you are standing before the Wizard of Oz. It’s time to ask for your wish: a new 

heart. It the space below, write what you would say to the wizard to convince him to give you a heart. Remember that many 
people ask the wizard for favors, so give good reasons why he should grant your wish. 

Hello, Wizard of Oz. I have come to ask for a new heart because...

Name: ____________________________
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The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
Crossword Puzzle Fun

Across

1. The _________ Witch of the East
3. This was enchanted by the witch.
5. The Tin Woodman chopped this.
7. The person who rebuilt the Tin Woodman
9. The Tin Woodman was happiest when he was in __________.

Down

1. The ____________ of Oz
2. The Tin Woodman wanted a new one.
4. What rusted the Tin Woodman’s joints.
6. What the Tin Woodman used on his joints
8. The Tin Woodman loved the______ girl.

1

3

2

5 6

9

7 8

4

Name: ____________________________
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Understanding 
“The Wonderful Wizard of Oz”

1. 	What did the tin woodman’s father  
do for a living?
	 A. chopped wood.
	 B. worked with tin
	 C. was a wizard
	 D. farmed

2.	 Why did the old woman go to the  
Wicked Witch of the East?
A. She wanted permission for the Tin 

 Woodman and Munchkin girl to marry.
B. She sold the witch a sheep.
C. She wanted the witch to build the  

	 Tin Woodman a new body.
D. She wanted the witch to stop  

	 the marriage.

3.	 Who chopped off the Tin Woodman’s leg?
A. the old woman
B. the Wicked Witch of the East
C. the Tin Woodman
D. the Munchkin girl

4. 	What was the one danger the Tin Woodman 
faced after his body was tin?
A. He would lose the love of the Munchkin girl.
B. His joints would rust.
C. He would be sold to the tinsmith.
D. The witch would find him.

5. 	What did the Tin Woodman lose that made  
him not care about marrying the Munchkin girl?
A. his heart
B. his enchanted axe
C. his legs
D. his head

6.	 What does the Tin Woodman want from  
the Wizard of Oz?
A.  a new body
B. a heart
C. to marry the Munchkin girl
D. the death of the Wicked Witch

I. Multiple Choice 
Circle the correct answer to each question.

II. Order of Events
Put the following events in the passage in the order they happened. Mark the first event with a 1, the second with a 2 and 

so on.

A._ __________ The Tin Woodman lost his leg. 	

B.____________ The Tin Woodman was caught in a rainstorm.

C._ __________  The Tin Woodman fell in love with the Munchkin Girl.

D.___________ The old woman visited the Wicked Witch of the East.

E.____________ The tinsmith made the Tin Woodman a head.

Name: ____________________________
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The Wonderful Wizard of Oz - Vocabulary

1.__________cruel	 A. hard-working

2.__________enemy	 B. hate

3.__________love	 C. friend

4.__________beautiful	 D. ugly

5.__________lazy	 E. kind

1. “...she wished the girl to remain with her...”

A. talk         B. walk          C.  stay            D. eat

2. “So I went to a tinsmith and had him make me a new leg out of tin.” 

A. a doctor            B. a person who works with tin            C. a jewelry maker            D. an inventor

3. “...the Wicked Witch enchanted my axe...” 

A. put a magical spell on            B. improved            C. broke            D. stole

4. “...so I am resolved to ask Oz to give me one..”

A. scared            B. too weak            C. in a hurry            D. determined

5. “...but, nothing daunted, I had them replaced with tin ones.” 

A. not excited            B. not discouraged            C. not  confused            D. not educated

6. “...the old woman went to the Wicked Witch of the East... “

A. skinny            B. old            C. evil            D. powerful

7. “...if she would prevent the marriage. “

A. announce            B. delay            C. stop            D. allow

8. “It was a terrible thing to undergo... “

A. go through            B. watch            C. think about            D. try

I. Working With Antonyms
Write the letter of the correct antonym in the blank for each of the words from the Tin Woodman’s story.

I. What Does It Mean?
Below are quotations from the Tin Woodman’s story from The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz. Use the context of the sentence or phrase to discover the 
meaning of the underlined word. Circle the letter of the correct meaning.

Name: ____________________________
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The Main Idea: The Tin Woodman’s Story
Write the main idea of the Tin Woodman’s story from 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz in the rectangle. Write three 
supporting ideas in the ovals.

Name: ____________________________

Example of correct answers:

His heart was the most 
important part of the 

Tin Woodman. 

He was happiest 
 when he  

was in love. 

He stopped loving 
the Munchkin girl when 

he lost his heart.

He loved the 
Munchkin girl even 

when he lost his legs 
and arms.

KEY
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The Wizard of Oz: Make Your Case
Imagine you are the Tin Woodman, and you are standing before the Wizard of Oz. It’s time to ask for your wish: a new 

heart. It the space below, write what you would say to the wizard to convince him to give you a heart. Remember that many 
people ask the wizard for favors, so give good reasons why he should grant your wish. 

Hello, Wizard of Oz. I have come to ask for a new heart because...

Name: ____________________________KEY
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The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
Crossword Puzzle Fun

Across

1. The _________ Witch of the East
3. This was enchanted by the witch.
5. The Tin Woodman chopped this.
7. The person who rebuilt the Tin Woodman
9. The Tin Woodman was happiest when he was in __________.

Down

1. The ____________ of Oz
2. The Tin Woodman wanted a new one.
4. What rusted the Tin Woodman’s joints.
6. What the Tin Woodman used on his joints
8. The Tin Woodman loved the______ girl.

1
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5 6

9

7 8

4

Name: ____________________________
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