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Principal and principle sound alike, but their meanings are different.

Principal may be a noun or an adjective. As a noun it means someone or  
something in a high  position. As an adjective it means highest. 

Example 1: The principal walked into the classroom.
Example 2: His mother’s principal worry was that he would forget his manners.

Principle is a noun meaning a basic truth, quality or law. 

Example 1: They believed in the principle that all men are created equal.

Choose principal or principle to complete each sentence.

1. Violet thought freedom was a simple _______________________ anyone could understand.

2.  Our _______________________ lead us in singing the school song.

3. Edgar was studying Archimedes’ _______________________ about an object in water.

4. The _______________________ problem was there was no water to put out the fire.

5. His guiding _______________________ of honesty stopped him from lying.

6. The _______________________ violinist played a solo at the concert.

7. Mr. Gonzalez is the _______________________ at Sunrise Elementary School.

8. It was a matter of _______________________ that he arrived on time.

9. Gordon Winston was a _______________________ player in the theater company.

10. She was a person of _______________________.

Commonly Confused Words: Principal vs. Principle

Name: _________________________

Principal 
Principle



Copyright © 2014  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms. 	 www.k12reader.com

Principal and principle sound alike, but their meanings are different.

Principal may be a noun or an adjective. As a noun it means someone or  
something in a high  position. As an adjective it means highest. 

Example 1: The principal walked into the classroom.
Example 2: His mother’s principal worry was that he would forget his manners.

Principle is a noun meaning a basic truth, quality or law. 

Example 1: They believed in the principle that all men are created equal.

Choose principal or principle to complete each sentence.

1. Violet thought freedom was a simple _______________________ anyone could understand.

2.  Our _______________________ lead us in singing the school song.

3. Edgar was studying Archimedes’ _______________________ about an object in water.

4. The _______________________ problem was there was no water to put out the fire.

5. His guiding _______________________ of honesty stopped him from lying.

6. The _______________________ violinist played a solo at the concert.

7. Mr. Gonzalez is the _______________________ at Sunrise Elementary School.

8. It was a matter of _______________________ that he arrived on time.

9. Gordon Winston was a _______________________ player in the theater company.

10. She was a person of _______________________.

Commonly Confused Words: Principal vs. Principle

	 principle

	 principal

	 principle

	 principal

	 principle

	 principal

	 principal

	 principle

	 principal

	 principle

KeyName: _________________________

Principal 
Principle


