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Past and passed sound alike, but their meanings are different.

Past may be a noun meaning a time gone by. It may also be an adjective meaning in a  
time before. It can also be an adverb meaning to go by, or a preposition meaning beyond.

Example 1: They talked about the past when they were young.
Example 2: She hasn’t called me in the past few days.
Example 3: The principal smiled as he walked past.
Example 4: Our house is past the park. 

Passed is the past tense of the verb to pass. It has many meanings, such as to give something, to succeed at 
something, or to move ahead. 

Example 1: She passed the potatoes to her mother.
Example 2: He passed his test.
Example 3: Henry passed Thad in the race.

Choose past or passed to complete each sentence.

1. The summer days _______________________ quickly.

2. Carlos stayed up _______________________ midnight.

3. Our troubles are all in the _______________________.

4.  I think I _______________________the exam.

5.  As we watched from the sidewalk, the band marched _______________________ us. 

6. The time for talk has _______________________.

7. The car _______________________ the truck on the highway.

8. Have you seen Charlotte in the _______________________ hour?

9. Her ring was _______________________ down from her grandmother.

10. She drove _______________________ the mall on the way home.

Commonly Confused Words: Past vs. Passed

(Passed
Past

Name: _________________________
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