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Name: _________________________

Historic
Historical

Historic and historical sound a little alike. Both are adjectives,  
but their meanings are different.

Historic is an adjective meaning important in history.

Example 1: The battlefield was an historic site.

Historical is an adjective meaning based on the past or about past events.

Example 1: The pioneer village had people in historical costumes.

The difference is that historic means something of  that is important, as opposed to historical, which means 
anything relating to the past. Anything involved with the past is historical, but only those things that are 
significant are called historic.

Choose historic or historical to complete each sentence.

Commonly Confused Words: Historic vs. Historical

1. The museum had a collection of  _______________________  swords.

2.  Neil Armstrong made his _______________________  walk on the moon in 1969.

3. The city’s _______________________  society meets every month. 

4. The pyramids were an _______________________  building accomplishment.

5. The signing of  the peace treaty was an _______________________  event.

6.  Dr. Williams plans to do _______________________  research on spoons.

7. From an _______________________  point of  view, the old table wasn’t very valuable.

8. They walked through  _______________________  halls of  the U.S. Capitol 

9. The scientists reviewed the _______________________  data on the vaccine.

10. _______________________  landmarks are protected by laws.
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