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Council and counsel sound a little alike, but their meanings seem similar but they are different.

Council is a noun meaning a group of people that make decisions.

Example 1: The mayor and the city council met on Tuesday.

Counsel is used as a noun and a verb. As a noun it means advice or a lawyer.  
As a verb, it means to give advice or an opinion.

Example 1: The wise king received good counsel from his nobles.
Example 2: He asked his legal counsel for help.
Example 3: The teacher would counsel her students on good manners.

Choose council or counsel to complete each sentence.

1. Ann decided to run for student _______________________.

2.  Mrs. McNeill will _______________________ her on her problems.

3. Robert addressed the city _______________________ about the park.

4. You should _______________________ the children about obeying the rules.

5.  The members of the _______________________ walked out of the meeting.

6.  The innocent man’s _______________________ asked for more time before the trial started.

7. He listened to the _______________________ of his elders.

8. We think you should join the sports _______________________.

9. The _______________________ could not agree on the proposal.

10.  The judge asked _______________________ to approach the bench.

Commonly Confused Words: Council vs. Counsel

Name: _________________________
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