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The words bear and bare sound the same and look alike, so these words may be confused. 

Bear is a noun meaning a type of large animal.

Example: I saw a grizzly bear at the zoo.

It also is a verb meaning to carry, support or produce. 

Example: That is a heavy load to bear alone.

Bear sometime means allow or permit. 

Example: Can you bear one more joke?

Bare can be a verb or adjective, but the meaning is similar: simple or uncovered. As a verb it means to uncover 
or show something.

Example: I saw the wolf bare its fangs at the man. 

Choose bear or bare to complete each sentence.

1. She couldn’t _______________________  to walk down the dark road.

2. Her brother loves his teddy _______________________ .

3. We planted grass on the _______________________  spot in our yard.

4. They kept their discussion to the _______________________  minimum.

5. Please _______________________  with me while I clear the table.

6. There was a _______________________ spot on the cat’s leg.

7. The big brown _______________________  climbed a tree.

8. The teacher hung pictures on the _______________________  walls.

9. The _______________________ truth was that the man was guilty.

10. Those peach trees _______________________ fruit every year.

Commonly Confused Words: Bear vs. Bare

Bare

Name: _________________________
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